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Figure A2.2 Formation Briefing Guide (1 of 2). 

MISSION SKETCH:

FORMATION CALLSIGN

Roll Call Time Hack Overview Weather  ORM Time__________________L
GROUND OPERATIONS / EQUIPMENT PLAN

CALL SIGN TAIL # PARKING
LD__________
2  __________
3  __________
4  __________

_________ _________
_________ _________
_________ _________
_________ _________

Mx STATUS G.W./FUEL Vmm
__________  _____/______ ______
__________  _____/______ ______
__________ _____/______ ______
__________ _____/______ ______

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS / INITIAL COMM PLAN

1 min Sympathetic Aborts G nd Abort   Air Abort   Alt M ns  Lost Wingman

DEPARTURE
 EMCON Config:  ______________________________________________________ Initiation Point: ___________________ 
 Route & Turns:  (  )  SID ____________  (  )  RAVEC to ______________
 Rejoin Method:  (  )  IMC  or  (  )  Visual Cutoff  (Day/ VMC, ATC approved)

REJOIN / CLIMB / LEVEL-OFF

BELOW 10K ABOVE 10K FINAL FINAL
ACCL HT/FPM CL SPD/FPM CL SPD/FPM ALT SPD

LD  _________/_________    _______/_______ _______/_______ ________ _______
2     _________/_________    _______/_______ _______/_______ ________  _______
3     _________/_________    _______/_______ _______/_______ ________ _______
4 _________/_________    _______/_______ _______/_______ ________   _______

Speed up will be automatic when  A/C passes 10K unless any wingman calls "STRIPPED"

ACTION POINTS
Time/Point Action Signal

______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________  
______________________ _____________________________________________   ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________ 
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________  
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________ 
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________  
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________  
______________________ _____________________________________________      ________________ 

BREAKUP or FORMATION DESCENT AND RECOVERY
 

TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS (Classified when filled in)
THREATS SLIDE Tripwire ________________________________________________________

Departure SCRAM Tripwire  ______________________________________________________
Enroute SLIDE/ SCRAM Procedures
Arrival Bullseye _____________________________________________________________

Frequencies: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Special Considerations: _________________________________________________________________________________

Interplane (P) _________ Interplane (S)  _________ 

MISSION COMMANDER:_______________________ Phone #:__________________

ARCT 1 As a    TANKER /  RECEIVER  EMCON  ___________________________________
TRACK  __________   RZ PT  _____________ ARCT _____________Z    CALLSIGN_________________________________
BASE______________  BLK ALT__________B__________  A/R PRI/SEC ___________/___________  TCN _____________

ARCT 2 As a    TANKER /  RECEIVER  EMCON  ___________________________________
TRACK  __________   RZ PT  _____________ ARCT _____________Z    CALLSIGN_________________________________
BASE______________  BLK ALT__________B__________  A/R PRI/SEC ___________/ ___________  TCN _____________

 se 2000 FPM / 320 KIAS when descending to altitudes above 10K
 

BREAKUP: Point ___________________ Timing ____________ Instructions __________________________________  
DESCENT:  EMCON Config: _____  Point: __________________________________________________

 Arrival Plan:______________________________________________________________________________

TIME FREQ
________ ________        
________ ________        
________ ________
________ ________        
________ ________        
________ ________
________ ________        
________ ________        

 TAC 1 (TAC 2) LTS
_______ _______ _______
_______  _______  _______
_______  _______  _______
_______  _______  _______

Check-In
Have Quick
Secure Voice
Clearance
Engine Start
Taxi
Takeoff
Departure

Radio 1 ____________   Radio 2 _____________ 
Radio 3 ____________  (Radio 4) ____________  

ATIS / CLEARANCE / NOTES:

SPEED UP 
FPM

________
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Figure A2.2 Formation Briefing Guide (2 of 2). 

TACAN SETUP
Ensure TACAN setup does not conflict with other formations/ AR tracks/ etc.

2 Ship 3 Ship 4 Ship
TAC 1       TAC 2 TAC 1             TAC 2 TAC 1 TAC 2
NAV 29Y BI 94Y 29Y 95Y 29Y
NAV 92Y BI 92Y 30Y 92Y 30Y 

93Y 31Y 93Y 31Y
94Y 32Y

MIXED CELL KC-10 & KC-135
KC-135:  Has 1 UHF and 2 radios that can be used for either VHF or UHF
KC-135:  Takeoff Mode: 1. Climb to 2000ft

2.  to 1000 FPM, Retract Flaps
3. Accelerate to  Climb Speed 
4. Climb at Climb Speed AND maintain briefed

  Tanker Lights: KC-10 KC-135
LD Red/Red (KC-10s use SEQ Red/Red & Bright/Flash
2 White/White when not acting as tanker) White/White & Bright/Steady
3 Red/White Red/White & Bright/Flash
4 Red/Red Red/Red & Bright/Steady

LOST WINGMAN
These procedures are to be used when both visual or radar contact cannot be maintained AND altitude separation cannot 
be assured.  When contact is lost, IMMEDIATELY transition to instruments, inform lead AND: 

LEAD Acknowledge lost wingman, establish reference heading and altitude.
#2 Aircraft Wings-level: Turn 15º away, maintain for 15 seconds, then resume course

Outside Turn: Roll wings level, continue wings level heading to ensure separation
Inside Turn: Maintain established bank angle, slow 10 KIAS

#3-4 Aircraft Wings-level: Turn 30 º away, maintain for 30 seconds, then resume course
Outside Turn: Reverse direction of turn for 15 seconds
Inside Turn: Maintain established bank angle, slow 20 KIAS

TRAIL to ECHELON
LEAD: - Maintain base altitude, speed, and bank 
#2 Aircraft (5/5/5): - Turn 5º right using 5º bank, +5 kias until in position 
#3 Aircraft (10/10/10): - Turn  10º right using 10º bank, +10 kias until in position
#4 Aircraft (15/15/15): - Turn  15º right using 15º bank, +15 kias until in position 

RECEIVER POST-AR
Establish TRAIL formation 60º/ 2NM LEFT of lead Tanker
Ensure altitude separation before next aircraft maneuvers
Only move one axis at a time (descend first, then move laterally) 

EMCON SIGNALS

DAY-VMC NIGHT-VMC IMC
- Wing Rock - High Intensity Lights - TCAS “Ident”
- Beacon Lights - Beacon Lights (IFF – TA only, ATC – Off, BCST – Off;

- Landing Lights (to signal LEAD) press IFF ident switch to send signal)

SUGGESTED CLIMB RATES
KC-10

BELOW 10,000’:
KC-135

Above 450K = 1500 FPM Above 225K = 1500 FPM
350K–450K = 2000 FPM 170K–225K = 2000 FPM
Below 350K = 3000 FPM Below 170K = 3000 FPM

ABOVE 10,000’:Above 450K = 1000 FPM Above 225K = 1500 FPM
350K–450K = 1500 FPM 170K–225K = 2000 FPM
Below 350K = 2000 FPM Below 170K = 3000 FPM

FORMATION ARRIVAL / OVERHEAD

Position Break Wings Level Downwind Abeam TDZ
LEAD 0/EXT 22/EXT Vmm + 10 Gear

Number 2 15/EXT 22/EXT Vmm + 10 Gear
Number 3 22/EXT --- Vmm Gear
Number 4 22/EXT Gear Vmm ---

NOTE:
* KC-10 are not authorized multiple aircraft on runway operations

NOTE KC-135 as O TACAN




